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June Meeting
The next meeting of the Wiregrass
Chapter will be held on Thursday,
June 17 at 11:30 a.m. at the Enter-
prise Country Club. The cost of the

P Sy

meal is $10 er person. Please con-
tact PresdietnjOhn kelsoe no later than Monday June 14
to let him know if you and any guest will attend the meet-
ing. Our program will be presented by Perry Vickers on
“Arlington.”

May Meeting
Thirteen members, four guests, were privileedged to hear
our guest speaker, Coffee County Sherifif Dave Sutton.
He gae an informative program for cusing primarily on the
drug problem in the county, especially concerning the
drug methamphetamine. His department closed down 33
meth labs and made 885 arrests concerning the use of
this drug.
He also mentioned that the Mexican drug cartel were
bringing drugs thorugh this area up to Atlanta. Sheriff Sut-
ton said there is a growing problem with certain motorcy-
cle gangs infiltratging the area. And they are dealing in
drugs.
We were very pleased to have as our guest Mrs. Marily
Bell who is the treasurer of the Ozark D.A./R. Chapter.
John Wallace presented her an S.A.R. appreciation medal
for her workl in adding numerous members of her family
to the Wiregrass Chapter.

Coffee County Sheriff Dave Sutton

John Wallace presents SAR Appreciation
Medal to Mrs. Marily Bell

Notable News Items

Our chapter Vice President

Marvin Vickers has taken on
the position of State Secretary
and has been working closely
with John Wallace for guide-
lines on directing this office. He
was official installed in this post

at the May 22 BOM meeting.

National Congress will meet June 29 to July 1 in
Cleveland, Ohio.

Pleaee remember that there will be NO Cchapter
meeting the month of July and there wil be July
nhewsletter.

Our annual chapter family picnic will be held Sat-
urday, August 21.

SAR/DAR Constitution Week will be held Sep-
tember 16. this will be, as susual, a reservation
bnly event.




Israel Putnam

(January 7, 17187 May 29, 1790)

Putnam was born in Salem Village (now Danvers), Massachusetts, to Joseph and Elizabeth Putnam, a
prosperous farming family of Salem witch trials fame. His birthplace, Putham House, still exists. In 1740,
at the age of 22, he moved to Mortlake (now Pomfret) in northeastern Connecticut where land was
cheaper and easier to obtain.

Between 1755 and 1765, Putnam participated in campaigns against the French and Indians as a mem-
ber of Rogers' Rangers, as well as with regular British forces. He was promoted to captain in 1756 and
to major in 1758.

By the eve of the Revolution he had become a relatively prosperous farmer and tavern keeper, with more
than a local reputation for his previous exploits. On April 20, 1775, when Putnam received news of the
Battle of Lexington that started the day before, he left his plow in the field and rode 100 miles in eight
hours, reaching Cambridge the next day and offering his services to the Patriot cause. citation needepie
joined the Continental Army and was appointed colonel of the 3rd Connecticut Regiment and subse-
quently, brigadier of the Connecticut militia. Shortly after the Battle of Lexington, Putnam led the Con-
necticut militia to Boston and was named major general, making him second in rank to his Chief in the
Continental Army. He was one of the primary figures at the Battle of Bunker Hill, both in its planning and
on the battlefield. During that battle Putnam may have ordered William Prescott to tell his troops "Don't
fire until you see the whites of their eyes" (It is debated whether Putnam or Colonel William Prescott cre-
ated these words). This command has since become one of the American Revolution's more memorable
quotes. This order was important, because his troops were low on ammunition. He progressed to tempo-
rary command of the American forces in New York, while waiting for the arrival of the commander-in-
chief, Lieutenant General George Washington, on April 13, 1776. The Battle of Bunker Hill must count as
the greatest achievement in Putnam’s life, for thereafter, his fortunes took a downturn at the Battle of
Long Island (1776), where he was forced to effect a hasty retreat. Washington did not blame Putnam for
this failure as some in the Second Continental Congress did. However, Washington reassessed the abili-
ties of his general and assigned him to recruiting activities. In 1777 Putnam received another, though
lesser, military command in the Hudson Highlands. With future Vice-President Aaron Burr in his charge,
Putnam abandoned Fort Montgomery and Fort Clinton to the British, and was brought before a court of
inquiry for those actions. However, he was exonerated of any wrongdoing. During the winter of 1778-
1779, Putnam and his troops were encamped at the present-day site of the Putnam Memorial State Park
in Redding, Connecticut. In December 1779, Putnam suffered a paralyzing stroke, which ended his mili-
tary service.
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